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ANNUAL REPORT

oF
THE AUDITOR OF §TATE,
ON THE
Condition of the Finances of Ohio,
IN THE YEAR 1854,

S

Hox. Wi, MevrLt, Governior of Ohio:

The Constitution aad existing laws of
Ohio amit to require of the Auditor of State,
the 'nnbllullun of an annual report on the
tondition of its finances, except for such
yéars as ghall immediately procede regular
sessions of the General Assembly. This
Omission was probably the result of over-
sight; but even if intentional, does not ren-
dér improper a more frequent vublication
when deemed desirable. Acting on this
tonviction, and believing the highest public
intereats demand that a full exhibit of the
condition ol the reventte shall be placed
each year within the reach of the peoplo—
1 havs Erepmad and herewith luraish, va-
tious tabular statements, showing the con-
dition of the Btate finances, and the gener-
al l:}mutlon of the revenue lnws during the
fiscal year ending the 15th day of Novem-
ber, 1864. By withholding this report be-
yond the time customary for its delivery in
such years as the Genera] Assembly is in
seeplon, I am enabled to furnish in addi-
tion to the assessments for the year 1854,
full ‘statements showivg the amount of
State taxes actually reslized on the dupli-
cate of that year, and accounted for by the
Treasurers of the respective counties ut
their recent annual settlement with the
Btate.

In transmitting these tables, it is a source
&f plensure to be able to note the fact that
during the pust year notwithstanding the
finnncial embarrassments which have pre-
vailed among Btates as well s individuals,
the pecuniary obligntions of Ohio have
been promptly et as they became due,
and that besides the dischurge of sll current
lisbilities, theto hew Meen paid on the prin-
tipal of the public debt, an umount fulling
little short of seven hutidred thousand dol.
larg. At the clope of the yenr; there atill
temained in the Troasury a balance of more
than hell a million of dollars, applicable 1o
the same object, 8o soon in the year 1855
e the creditors of the State should be wils

taxes, although asecssed in the name of the
Btute, are, in fact, the local Cummon Sehool
Fund, which, after being accounted for at

enumerntion of youth, and ploced in the
trousuries of the respective countiesy, and
thenee digburas! in all the scheol distriots
of the State in the exnet propartions to which
they are entitled,
well a8 the ®choal District Library Fand,

to remove. The State an

a# follows:

ers of Ohio, and an uncertainty ns to the
authority by which it was made, have given
rise to many wrong impressions which an
examination of the official fignres will serve
local taxes of
1854, as compared with those of 1853, were

injustice in this, effective measures should
be adopted by the Legislature st its next
seasion, to compel a wiore equal asaeasment,
On the other hand, if these several olpeses
of pfoperty are fully and honestly represen-
la:rby the amounts at which thefmuun-
&d, it is proper that the public shall prepare
itself to repel efforts from any quarter to

| Year 1854,

Slals Wxes, | 3,077,001 41
Local taxes | 6,014,758 0D

Year 1853, I Increaso,

3,020,353 90
4,707,481 35

e — e s e ma— -]

81,277 40
1,217,256 74

give interests which the official figures
prove to be of mifor magnitude, more than
tiieir fair proportionate share of influence. o-
ver the legislative policy of the Siate,

Total, | 90,0021 50 | 7,889,805 27

1,205,534 €1

Of thia increase above exhibited, amount-

millions of dollars in the local taxes ina
single year, a comparison of the assessments
of 1853 and 1854, shows that more than one-

district officers and the corporate authorities
of towns, cities &e.
The various classes of objects for which
the localguxes ot 1854 were nssessed, and
the gross amount of the levy for each pur-
pose, in all the counties of the State, is
shown in tlie statement below:

Forelty, town, and borough purposes, 1,398,198 12
Foreounty purposcs, - - . = = 1,148,505 67
Fortownship parposce, CR 209,030 13
For brldge purpones, , MEMT 60
Fdr poor purpose, . - - 167.26¢ 08
Far bui dln‘ purjosos, - Al H77 16

For roud purposes,
Forspotial sohool and sukionl
posoa, . = >

- Foues 0n
boasy pur-

1,995.424 64

For rutlrond purposcs, . - QUHTET 4
For olhar spueial purposcs, « . 155,472 40
Dellnquencles aud forleitures, . » 27,112 70

80,014,738 09

Of the above entire six millions of taxes,
constituting newrly fwo-thirds of all the tax-
eslevied in the Stute, every dollar except a
small portion of the delinquencies, was for
disbursement within the county in which it
was assessed, and it is under the exclusive
control of locul officers. The remaining
one-third of the taxes of 1834, heing the tax-
es ussessed under State authority, were for
the following purposes:

Totalof local laxes, « <& -

Whole nmount of Btato texes levied, - &3,077,600 41
For Stafe Common School
Fund $1,300,24 08

For District School Libra-
ry Fumnd, - - B 002 OR
Total, . = - B10HTHT U6

For lutorest and peineljul
of Biate dubt,

1,083,062 47
—— 804{70,750 43

Loaving for Ganeral Revenno purposes,
comprising all the current ospeises of
e stitd goferanent, ineluding beseyv.
oloitt lustitotionn. Now State Houwe,

New Lunatis Asylutia, &, &, $600,=530 05

The forogoing furnishes n clear nnd neen
rate unalysis of the State tuxes, nnd the jur-
puses for which they were levied. It will
be seen thot o very large portion of these

Columbus, is aprortioned mecording to the

This fund, therefore, os

ing to but little short of one and & quarter

half of the addition was impesed by rchool ||

A carefil analysie of the State taxes as-
gessed on the grand doplicate for the yenr
1854, shows that 65% per cent. of the @
gate amount was peid by real estale. The
proportion assessed on other classes of prop-
erty was as follows:

Monoyn nnd ervodlits, - - 7
Domestic Anlmals, - - - 773
l.:un-hr:udho, - e o e
Manufaeturing .= = .
Brokurago, e Fil i e 753
Banko, ¥ o . - -
All olhor personal property, <« - 7.50
Total, - . =« Mo

Although the proportion of the public
burthens which rest on real estate, as ap-
Eeurs by the above, is still ldrge, the ainount
us been materially lessened by the opera-
tion of that clause in the new Constitution
which forbids the efemption of personal
property beyond & limited sum.  Of the
State taxes ussessed during a series of sey-
enteen years, the proportion paid by real

ilar exemptions to real eetute, nor to lor-
sed, tattle, or any other speaies of tungible
property, whose owner was in debt, [
sesmed unreasonnble, therefure, and it was
held to be in conflict with the spiet and
equulity roguired by the Constitution, that
aue wan's property should escape taration
for no better reason then bucause it was in
the forin of maoneya and credits, snd that
tt the sate timo bis neighbor, although in

of more thun three hundred thoosand dollars
in the Btate taxes to be assessed on the
grand duplicate for the year 1855.
amount levied for State Common School
purposes, jon the duplicate of 1854, yields
an sgeregate fund equal to one dollar and

thy ages of 6 and 21 years, resident in the
Stute,

are many, however, w
and the subject Iz well

sons interested in real estate,

sessed wealth, enterprise, energy and endur-
ance, could successfully maintain itself and
its credit uhder n burthen so huge already,
and so constantly sugmenting.
The rate of taxes levied for State purpo-
ses on the grand duplicate of Ohio for the
year 1854, was three and fifty-five hund-
redths mills on every dollar of nesessed prop-
erty. The Btate Lepislature, at its last sea-
#sion, provided that the rate of levy for the
year 1855, shovld be rediced to three and
twenty husdredths tills on the dollar. This
change, although seemingly trivial and un.
important, will effect a mtich greater aggre-
gate reduction than might be supposed, with-
out appesling to the appropriate figures, —
On the sssumption that the asscssed value
of property on the grand duplicate of 1855,
will be the snme ns in 1854, which was
866,920,082, the amount of State tax lev-
ied for each of the two years, will compare
as follows:

I

and personal property, and the excess of the ayea
. —
former over the latter, has been substantial- S85%
ly us showa in the figures below: b ;g:’;;
T - ——— E 2o :-.g §
S lm2s
Yeur, | Reol Estato, [Por. property,]  Excess. E522| 2
aded 1E5E2 E
Wl e E
18 : @ oty 50} pé "’ SERS! -
1oy | jvareast: | i ner eomt b0t perecat I
1840 6 W 4 O W Ll - 11 w3l E
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1845 b UL 1 95 0w (1] LT T :C'_*l
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1853 Tt 0% I gk v E v §
1854 66 ¢ ¢ gk w o |aif wow E| ZEER8|
e e e e el woes
Provious to tha gsssessment of personal » @
property in 1854, every individual, in mak- 3| 2Bk o
mg a statement of his moneye and cradits, & gbf;’; 2
was ullowed to deduct therefrom the amount a) HERZ| B
of his indebtedness. But in the month of glssgs| &
February of ghat yenr, the Supreme Court of b sras
Obio, ufter elaborate argument, decided the
tenth section  of the law, which authorized @ Eg &
such deductions, to be atterly in violution 2185 5
of the Constitution and therefore void and B| 24 2
of no force or effect. At no former peri- sl 5 g
od, nor at that time, did the Jow wllow sim- = ol

Iere, as will be perceived, is a reduction

The

oriy-eight cents for each youth between

It is possible " that the burthens of local
taxation distributed as above during the past
year, were apportioned equitably. There
think otherwise,
orthy the serious
consideration of all, and especially of per-
But whether
these burthens were equally divided, or oth-
erwise, they are in eithor case enormous,
and note but a city whose population pos-

sand dollars annually.
results, attending the ¢
reyenue lawa by

may seem in the future to demund.

deemed it
office, the execution of the ney law “To reg-
ulate the Agencies of Insurance Compunies
not incorporated k7 the State of Ohio,”
which took effoct in July, 1854. It affords
me pleasure (o say that the operation of this
law has proven highly sulutary, aud that its
rovisions have been complied with by near-
y all the solvent Comypanies which had es-
tablished ngencies in Ohio, previous to its
Rusuge. Several of the New York and
ew England Companies, which have gone
within the past year into svowed and hope-
less bunkruptoy, hiad been doing a large and
profitable businese in Ohio, und it wae not
until the new law required them to furnish
aatisfuctory evidence of their solvency, that
they censed to issue their polivies of insur-
ance on Ohio property, and drsw the hengd-
some revenue to which they were entitled by
the misplaced confidence of their victims,—
The amount of money paid by the people of
this State, to Foreign Insurance Companics,
during the year ending in Muy, 1854, was
(08 is amply indicated by the sssessment of
personal property,) but little short of one
willion of dollars, The outlsy of so large o
sum-—more thun equal to tha interéston the
foreign and domestic debt of Ohio, demand-
ed from the General Ageembly whatever
guaranty and protection home laws could
secure to thoée from whose pockets it was
drawn. In the first effort mude to afford
this protection, it must be gratifying to the
Legialature to know that the statulory pro-
visions which they adopted, have already so
far tommended themselves to respect and
imitation, that they now occupy a place
among the laws of fnd{anl and Hlinois.

To these general remarks, principally in
explanation of the condition ar the finances
of the State, and the operation and results
of the laws for the sssessment of taxes,
much more might be sdded, but the length
to which my comments are already extended,
renders it expedient to reserve for my nnnu-
al report to the next Legislature, such sug-
geations in regard to modifications of the tax
law, as experience anda proper regard to
publie justice, shall geem to demand.

Respectfully aubmitted,

Wo. D. MORGAN, Auditor.
Avnitor or SraTe's OrFick,
Covympus, March 28, 1866,

ADDENDA.
The statement of taxes assessed and real.
ized on the grand duplicate of Ohio for the
year 1854, as referred to in the early purt of
the foregoing report, is given below. A
will be seen by turning to the tsble alse-
where given, the total amount of all State
tuxes assessed in 1854, wos $3,077,601 41,
The smount actually collected under the as-
sessment, and paid into the State Treasury,

@ charge on the tux revonues of the State
to the amount of sixteen or cighteen thou-
From these happy
hanges made in the
the last General Assembly,
it is hoped encouragement muy be taken for
rosecuting the reform as much further and
n whatever direction the public interests

Besides the amandatory acts sbove refer-
red to; the Legislature at its last saesion,
proper to place in charge of this

Naples, or the Two Sicilies, Parta, Modena
San Marino and Manaco.
Austrin, fncluding its Ttalian posseisions,
Lombardi and Venice, contains ten millions
more people than the United States, yot its
territory is only equal to the five States
of Virginia, North Caroline, South Carolina,
Georgiu, and Florida.
France contains 32} mwillions of people,
or 13 milliona more than the United Staten,
yetits areais but 202,125 square miles, or
3,775 more than Virginia, the two Carolinas
and Georgia. Portugal is not as large as
Kentucky, though its population is nearly
three and a half million, or esqual to that
of New York and New Jersey.

The whole ol Italy slightly exceeds in
extent New York and the New England
States; yet ea I have said its population is
greater thon that of the whole republic at
present.

THE BROTHERS.

In 1849 the principal banking institutions
of the chunce kind" in San Fraucisco were
the Belle Union, Verandah, Mine de Oro,
El Dorado, aud Parker Hotse, ll situsted
about the Plazs, and each employed a band
of mysic to Jlessen the tedious hours of
that reiny winter, and to drown the noise
of directing gold and eilver and the cursing
ejuculntions of the gamesters. Many a sad
Beene hus tuken place within these saloons
that chilled the blood of the beholders, and
isremembered with horror. T was once care-
lessly sauntering through one of these places.
My attention was attracted toward a person
who had a large piece of gold before him;
the starting eye-balls, the swoolen veins
upon his forehend, the cold swent upon his
fuce, and clenched hunds, told of heuvy loss-
eg; mingled exclamations of horror and
contempt would escape him; he seamed un-
cofiscious of all else going on around him;
his gaze bentupon the cards s if his life's
blood was the stake at issue; and in this
case hiz lnat dollar was put within the deal-
or's bank, when, with the frenzy of a mani-
ae, he drew a dirk-knife and plunged it up
to the hilt in his own body, and sank n
corpse upon the table.” A few rude cheers
followed this act; the body was removed
and the game went on as' though nothing
had hnppend—as thongh another victim had
not been added to the page of the gumbler's
damuing record or another soul had not
gonao to its final account.
I learned this much of his history: He
started with a large stock of goods given
him by his father to sell on commission, snd
the father's fortune depended upon a eure

Jeft to tell the deeds iu the battle—I escap-

emotions of rapid thought and the weight of
injury he hod inflicted, he gould scarcely
keep upon his feet. A stimulantwas givea
the man, and he was, momll_lﬂ_ily“nﬁnal_
from that weaknes the body -js so-swbject
to after a seyere, wound-—when- the doctor
inquired if there was any . friend in the eity
lie wished sent for. w44 ol in -
“Yea,” ko replied, “my wile; abe is. st the
City Hotel, on the corner of Clay u‘lll-l:
ney-streets.  Tell Mary to, Husten, fog & amt,
badly hurt. ' 1
A man was sent to bring his wife, .,
“Docter,” said the gaumbler, “save that !
mane life and here is my baok, and §10,000
in Burgoyne's—you shall have it all?
The doctor felt the pulse of the man and.
probed the wound enew. The gambler
watched him with great anxiety until hisin..
spection was finished, when the dogtor::
ghuok bis head intoken of imposibility; the.
gambler sat down by the side of the wound- .
ed man, and Lathed his head with water, and
staunched the flow of blood from the wound
until the arrivel of the wife; she came, 8.
companied by a few friends, and as heroic wo. -
men bear their misfortunes, she bore hers.—

Nota word of reproach escaped her—words
of cheerfulness only came from her lips s
as the tears coursed down her cheeks, To
her inquiry as to the chanches of her hus. -
hand’s recovery, the doctor assured her that
there wus no hope—that the wound was
mortal; and that ina few hours he would
die. She esnk down on her knees and in~
voked the mercy of a forgiving God for her
dying hnsband and his murderer. The gamb-
ler msked the forgivness of the wounded
man for the wrong he had committed, lnﬂ
alsc of the wife, which was readily grant-
ed. ' y
“This,” said he, “is for not obeying the
sucred injunction of my aged father and -
mother—not to gamble. 1 bave faced death, ,
a thoussnd times, and still Ihave escaped; .
{he balls of an enemy have whistled pasg .
my ears us quick as hailstones, and the burst. .
ing bomb has exploded at my feet; still I have
liv ed=~oh God, dud for this! High above
the red tide of battle I have carried my
country's ensign—and that won for me a
name among men~—when nota comrade was. |

ed unscratched. Why waa [ not like the
rest! All thetwas proud and pleasing to.
man I have had; and if I could recall this
last nct by living vpon carrien, sleeping in,
a pauper’s grave, and renouncing every propd
actof my life, I would do it, [ was born in the
same villaga with that man; we have been
clasemates together at the same school; ree.

ling to surrender her bonds in exchangze
for their yulue in money; thus reducing the
total foreign and domestic debt of Ohio,
within the aggregate sum of fourteen mil-
Yons of dollurs

A full exhibit of the receipia and disburse-
iments of the public money through the
Treusury of State, during the year ending
the 15th day of November, 1854, will be
found in its sppropriate place among the
fabular statements herewith submitted. —
The general results shown Ly these state-
ments, ‘are a5 follows:

which is also apportioned and experded ex-
clisively for the chool districts, may right-
fully be deducted from the taxes placed ut
the disposal of the Brate, and be added to
those which are wholly for locsl purposes.
By making this chunge, we obtain the fol-
lowing results;

The levy for the year 1855, for
dtate Common School purpose, remains the
same as in 1864, amd therefore, a fund of
cqual smount may be expected from the
duplicate ol the present year. If this sum
of une dellur and forty-eight ¢énts for the
education of each youth of the State,is a
more, liberal provision for that purpose than
can be justly afforded by a people whose
taxable wealth exceeds eight hundred mil-
lions of dollars, such future reduction, if
any, ns the public judgement shall decide to
be consistent with a wise State policy, can

is §2,868,003 22, showing that the amount
realized by the State ia $209,698 19 Jees than
the amount levied. This difference arises
from three causes: 1. Non-payment of
bank taxes and other delinquencies; 9.
Treasurer’s fees on State taxea. which the
laws allow to be retained out of collections;
8. Costef advertiseing delinquent lands,
d&c. More than two-thirds of the entire de-
ficit, is occagioned by the cause first numed
~bank taxes and other delinquencies.

Statument showing the amount of State taxes collooted
on the Grand Duplieats of 1854, and paid Into the

debt to an wquul extent, should be conpell-
ed to pay tux on all he owned, simply be-
ouuse hig property was in the shupe of hor-
geg, onttle, and Innds, and not in Moneys
und credite.  This decision of the Court
was received, in most porlions of the ™State,
with that prompt ecquigscence which may
well distinguish a eell'-!uverning people.—
But in uther localities, and more especial-
ly in the city of Cincinnati, and in that re-
gion of Qhiv directly linble to ita influence,
the tenth section of the law, although de-

ceived instructions of the same sged man;
we were born beneath the same roof; and

oh, God! thesame mother guve na birth..
He must not die—he is my brother!” .
And the gambler ssnk down in w swoon .
upon the floor. The wounded man raised
himself upon his elbows; his glassy eyes.
wandered about the room as if in search of .
gome particular person.
“Mary," said he, "is brother William h§

return of the money so invested; but, as
usual with young men, he indulged in the
full liberty of unbridled license, and while
the ship stopped at one of the South Amer-
ican ports he engendered the first seeds
of “play;" but for a while after his arrival
the excitement of trade, and the energy
neceesary to nccomplish a successful issue,
kept his mind busy. One day, by appoint-
ment, he was to mect & mercantile friend

Totwl umonntof sll taxeslevied In 1854, 30,002,730 50

Tuxes lovisd by locul au-
thority, - - 80,014,738 00
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cer's commission was given him for his

i
Amount not pald bisxok to countios, eu!
ted to couylles, - - - - « L0718 883
Beh;:ol Library Fund disburssd for use

1,531,000 36
Deduet Districs 8chool Library Fund, to bo e

ed to the same period, were but $15,754

inlf e Before the woman could roply, or any one 7/
othera,

: : i t the road : ) v : - r ] ;
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amounting to $8,244,80. [n addition to the
linbilities above noted, there were ascer-
tained claims exceeding the sum of $3,600,
still to be met by the Treasury. After the
dispoaal of these, the State ls left free from
further expenditure on account of the road
until the 1st of June, 1854, deriving in the
meantime an annual rent of six thousund
one hundred: and five dollars from the par-
ties to whom it was lessed on bond of am-

preferring the climate of California and its
golden prospects to a more northern home,
he embarked for that country at the close of
the war with Mexico, and upon his arrival
he opened a bauk for gambling. The immi-
grants came, in by thousands, and n fow
fighta after his arrival & young man enter-
ed this saloon and seated himsoll at the

ments, as to the relative portion of the tax
burthen imposed on the classes of property
in which they are directly interested, it has
been thought desirable to submit in this re-
port the official figures, which show the com-
ative proportion of the State taxes borne
y some of the principal divisions of taxable
property. They are as follows:

Tolal amaunt of all Bato taxes ansess-
od in 1854 3 -

Bowman) of the Buperior Court of Cingin-
nati—a tribunal onjoying the special confi-
dence of the tax resistants—has served to
convince all well disposed persons in that
city, that the action of the Supreme Court
of the State was bindin% ot only upon in-
ferior judicial tribunals, but upon the State
Auditor also, and that until that decision
shall ba reversed, the former privilege of
deductions must be withheld.

Balanco boing net amount of taxes of 1654

netually paid into and rotained by S{ato
Treasury for l.h.ul}wru_nni of principal
sud Interest on Forelgn and Domusile
Dobtynnd defraying the ourrogh exponse
of the Stato Covernment, = -

again, und  the fratricide hod ceased ito 109
live. b v s
On the hll neur Rincon Poink weretwo. |'s
gravesa few years ago, inclosed with o whitets«b
picket fence, and one tombstone stood .ati;
their head with the simple inscriptionws T
“Brathers."— Golden Era.
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The econdensed statement given above,
resents the.entire year's transactions in a
ape that the eye may perceive them at a
lanes. "Detsjled statements giving the

n of ‘each fund, and the amount dis-
urséd for each

] f:an_rr. Novembo 1,451,111 82
It thus appears that of the entire ning mil-
lions wnd ninety-two thousand dollurs of
tuxes levied on the properly of Ohio in the
year 1854, less than one and a half millious
are. paid into. and retuined by the State
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